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Volunteer with
NorCal KV!

 

  
Mark your calendars! On May 27th, Knighted Ventures will host its first
Northern California Volunteer trip. Knights from all casinos will be called to
arms in an effort to help those in need. The Contra Costa Food Bank in Concord
will host our event as we package food and work together to feed those in need.
The Food Bank works to reduce food waste, feed hungry people and raise public
awareness about hunger in our communities. Did you know that 28% of people
receiving emergency food are children? Statistics like these give cause to the
Knighted Ventures Community Outreach Program. Several times throughout the
year, we will assemble at local volunteer organizations to help our neighbors. Be
there for the first NorCal volunteer event and give back!
 

But wait, there's more! Each time you volunteer with us, you will
be automatically entered into our Annual Raffle, where you may
have a chance to win a shift covered by Roy Choi or Jieho Lee!
Thats right, if you win this special prize, a shift of your choice will
be covered and paid for by the famous Jieho Lee or Roy Choi.
This volunteer trip was so important to the owners of our
company, that they came up with this prize themselves! Seats are
limited so sign up asap! This event will take place from 12:30-

3:00p.m., and if you are selected to join us, your scheduling supervisor will make
necessary changes. Join us in feeding Contra Costa's needy, and change your life
with the experience of being a volunteer! If you have any questions about this
upcoming event please contact Tyler Sexton at (510) 306-2235
  

Click Here To Register Now 
  
 

Health & Wellness: Urgent Care
Centers

Fortune & the Cosmos
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Join Our Mailing List

BBANKERANKER  BRILLIANCE BRILLIANCE
Monthly Quiz & Contest 

Answer all of the quiz questions correctly
and you will be entered into our monthly

mystery prize drawing!
  

Click This Link to Submit
Your Answers

 
 
1a.) What Professional Poker player
recently made headlines for being sued by
an Atlantic City Casino for allegedly
cheating on Baccarat?
 
1b.) Which card-making company was
involved in this alleged cheating?
 
2.) Player A bets $100 on Banker on a
single hand of Baccarat.  Player B bets $50
on Banker on two consecutive hands of
Baccarat.  Who has a higher EXPECTED
loss?
 
A.) Player A
B.) Player B
C.) They are the same
 
3.) As the number of decks on Blackjack
being used increases, the chances of a
player getting a Natural Blackjack
_________.
 
A.) Increases
B.) Decreases
C.) Stays the Same
 
4.) What is our EXPECTED winnings on a
$100 buy bet on Pai Gow Poker or Tiles? 
Assume the bank's edge is 1%, we charge
$5, pay $1 collection and don't tip the
dealer.
 
5.) If you pick up a 52-deck of cards and
randomly flip over 2 of the cards, the
chances that those two cards are a pair is
exactly 1 in _____.
 
A.) 12
B.) 13
C.) 16
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Coming this May is our second semester of University of Knighted, also known
as UKnighted! UKnighted is a program designed to bring together all our
employees from all our casinos to learn something new and interesting, and get
to know each other outside of work. This isn't your standard University
curriculum - we won't teach you linear algebra, biology, English literature, or
Hegelian aesthetics. Instead, we want to offer new and exciting topics that you
didn't even know you wanted to learn about! Like gaming, or comic book art,
both of which are courses scheduled in May! Do you want to learn how to draw,
act, or make balloon animals? Who knows, maybe those can be classes down
the line.
 
But the best part about UKnighted is that it is entirely driven by you! UKnighted
is learning your way... no lectures, no midterms, no grades. If this sounds like
something you're interested in, join us in May for courses in NorCal and SoCal,
taught by fellow Knights!
  

May 2014 UKnighted Course Offerings
 

Northern California: Gamers in Gaming
Have you ever heard of the term LARPing? If you haven't, by the end of this
class you will. If you have, then you know why you won't want to miss it. You'll
learn about many different types of games and different ways you can game. 
  
Gamers in Gaming goes live in Northern California on May 21st, from 12PM -
3PM, at our Emeryville office location. Click HERE to register for our NorCal
class! 
 
Southern California: Sequential Art in Comic Books
Want to learn the ins and outs of comic book art from a bona fide expert? Our
resident nerd consultant/aficionado, Jason G., will teach us all about the role of
sequencing in comic book panels. 
  
This course will take place in SoCal on Wednesday, May 28, from 10am-12pm,
at our Gardena office. Click HERE to sign up!
  
Come on down and learn something new, meet new people and most
importantly, join us to have some fun!
 

 

Movers 
& 

Shakers

  
Compared to last month's Bike acquisition and all of the movement down
south, we saw a relatively quiet month in April as all the dust settled! We saw
Associate Jayren Guillermo make another move from Lodi to Lotus Casino.
Shift Lead Kristian Navarrette moved from Palace Poker Casino to Casino 580.
Supervisor Hangfei Chen moved from Casino 580 to Palace. And, Supervisor
Davince Ramirez moved from the 101 Casino to Casino 580. Please give a
warm welcome to these wonderful people in their new locations!

C.) 16
D.) 17
E.) 20
 

You can't win if you don't play!
  

 
Congrats, Alexandra Reno, on

your Banker Brilliance!!
 Back by popular demand,

you are our mega, mega
winner this month and won a

yearly subscription to
Amazon Prime!

 

1.) If we are banking on Seat 1 on a Pai
Gow Poker table, what are the odds that
the dice cup action lands on Seat 7?
 
A.) 1 in 6
B.) 1 in 7

C.) 1 in 8
D.) 5 in 36
E.) 31 in 216
 
Answer: D - The dice cup action numbers
cause the action to not exactly land on
each spot equally.  So the odds of the
action landing on seat 7 is the chance of
rolling an 7 plus the chance of rolling a
14 which is 15/216 + 15/216 or 5 in 36.
 
2.) If we are banking on Seat 1 on a Tiles
table, what are the odds that the dice
action lands on the bank?
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warm welcome to these wonderful people in their new locations!
  
Shakin' it up in April, Knighted Ventures also celebrates the promotions of Zach
Greenblott and Daniel Siria to Shift Lead positions at the Bicycle Casino.
Congrats to you both!
  

Employee Spotlight
April 2014

 Bike Casino
 

Alexandra "Ali" Reno
 

Ali has had some interesting jobs in her life before
the casino industry, a couple being a
merchandiser at Skechers and a manager of a
Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf. She has been a third-
party proposition player for over seven year, and
joined Knighted when we moved in at the
beginning of April. Ali really enjoys the work ethic
and willingness to help that KV instills in their
employees, and Supervisors appreciate the
helpful attitude that she has demonstrated since
day one with us!

Fun Fact: Ali loves to travel and eat great food
equally! She usually takes a trip to the Central
Coast every year and has been to Europe twice,
and her favorite restaurant is Ventana, which is
right on the water at Pismo Beach.

 
  

William Hendrawan
  

 
Before William joined Knighted Ventures, he
studied Sociology while working in freelance
web design. When he found our online ad, a
family member and former banker encouraged
him to apply. What William loves the most about
his career is that he gets paid to do what people
do for fun, and the fact that he's constantly
learning and practicing something interesting.
Supervisors describe William as someone who
they can always depend on.

Fun Fact: William describes himself as a Call of
Duty "Elitist"! He is extremely into competitive
play, and competes in leagues on the Xbox 360
servers under the handle "shredsector"!

 
 

     

Casino 580
 

Jasmine Bustamante

 
A.) 1 in 7
B.) 1 in 8
C.) 13 in 108
D.) 25 in 216
E.) 3 in 24
F.) 7 in 54
 
Answer: F - Similar to Pai Gow Poker,
not all spots are equally likely to have
action land on them.  Odds of action
landing on the bank is the chance of
rolling a 9 plus the chance of rolling a
17.  This would be 25/216 plus 3/216 or
7 in 54.
  
3.) If the first day of the month is a
________, there will be a Friday the
13th that month.

A.) Monday
B.) Tuesday
C.) Wednesday
D.) Thursday
E.) Friday
F.) Saturday
G.) Sunday
 
Answer: G - if the 1st is a Sunday, the
13th will be a Friday.
  
4.) True or False - It is equally likely that
the Player side wins with a natural 8 or 9
as the Banker side win with a natural 8 or
9. 
 
Answer: True - The differences in
winning odds between Player and Banker
don't occur until the hit chart must be
used.
  
5.) How many VISUALLY DIFFERENT
tiles are there in a 32-tile set?
 
Answer: 21 - You have 5 mixed pairs
where the two tiles act as a pair, but are
visually different, and 11 identical pairs
which is where the two tiles look visually
the same, so (5x2) + 11 = 21.
  
6.) In a 32-Tile Set, there are 227 total
dots.  How many of these dots are red?
 
Answer: 64, open a set of tiles and count!
 



      
Jasmine is a Business Administration and
Finance major who attended Babson
College in Massachusetts, and gained work
experience through organizing her college's
spring concerts. Her professionalism and
cool head that her supervisors appreciate
so much came from working with artists like
J. Cole, Steve Aoki, and Ke$ha! She
believes that KV has some of the best
employees and mentors that she has ever
worked with, and the fun and competitive
atmosphere always keeps her on her toes.

Fun Fact: Jasmine hopes to open a
distillery someday. Brewing and distilling spirits is as hobby of hers, and is learning to distill
whisky and tequila while perfecting her moonshine!

 
  

Lotus Casino
 

Socheatey Ung
 
Before Knighted Ventures, Socheatey obtained her
Bachelors in Psychology at Sacramento State,
while lending a helping hand to the family
business in the hobby gaming industry. While
travelling back and forth from California to Arizona,
she helped run tournaments for tabletop and
trading card games, and says that she's well-
versed in the nerd community! She had no idea
what to expect when she came into the casino
industry, but decided to jump headfirst into a new
adventure. What she loves most about KV are her
amazing co-workers. Socheatey says that they
keep her crazy and sane at the same time!

 

Fun Fact: Socheatey loves to travel anywhere and
everywhere! Her favorite travel destination is
Hawaii, but she hopes to get to explore all of Asia in the near future. 

 
 

           

The 101 Casino
 

Scott Robertson
 
Scott attended Sonoma State in Business
with a concentration in Finance, with the intent
to one day open up a brewery or pub. His
sister found an online job posting to KV, and
sent it to him because of his love of playing
cards and games. Scott enjoys the
challenging mix of skills that a third-party
proposition player needs to be successful,
while most of the fun he has at work is
through seeing coworkers and players happy.
Scott's supervisors describe him as
someone who is always dependable, while
consistently demonstrating a great attitude
that rubs off on others!

Fun Fact: Scott loves playing tennis in his
spare time, and has been playing for over 15
years! The best aspect of his tennis game is
his two-hand backhand.
 
 
 

Palace Poker Casino

Health & Wellness
 

Pregnancy!
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Knighted Ventures
has seen quite a few new baby Knights
born over the past year. Congrats to all of
you new parents!
 
For those of you who have gone through the
pains and joys of having a baby, you know
that it is quite an ordeal that's truly hard to
ever adequately prepare for.
 
Once you become pregnant, seeing the
doctor becomes an absolute necessity. If
you are currently pregnant, or if have a
spouse or dependent who is, it might help
you to know that KV's benefits plans offer a
superb maternity service that will assist
you with prenatal care. They'll also help you
plan for your birth and transition into
parenthood.
 
If you're interested in learning more about
our coverage, please simply call the
number on the back of your medical card or
log on to www.myCIGNA.com
now. Click the Manage My Health tab, then
click My Health Programs & Resources
. 
 
For all the rest of us, take a lesson from
these expectant parents and go see the
doctor! Regular checkups can go a long
way in maintaining health and wellness.
 
Congrats, again, to all of you new and soon-
to-be parents! Be well, everyone!
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Palace Poker Casino
 

Sang "Sam" Yim
 
Sam had been part of another corporation
before joining Knighted Ventures, bringing with
him six years' experience in the industry. Sam
has been with us since KV started at 580, and
has really appreciated the work ethic and
attitude that we uphold. What Sam loves most
about the casino business is the different
backgrounds and behaviors that he gets to
experience every day, while getting to master
and practice different games.

Fun Fact: One of Sam's favorite pastimes is
hiking! He loves the exercise and being

outdoors, and the trail that he loves hiking the most is Big Basin.

 

Lodi Cardroom
 

Shalane Langstaff

 
Before Shalane came over to the casino industry, she
was a manager at Pizza Factory, and she highly
recommends the breadsticks! Working as a third-party
proposition player for another corporationfor three years,
she made the switch over to KV last January, and
quickly became a valuable asset to our team. She loves
the humble and generous atmosphere that her coworkers
and Supervisors have built, and she wouldn't change it
for the world!

Fun Fact: Shalane is an avid golfer, and has been for
over 10 years! The strongest aspect of her golf game is
her tee-off and her long game, and her best round of 18
is 82 at La Contenta in Valley Springs.
 
 

Please join us in congratulating and thanking these talented and dedicated people.
Keep up the good work!

 

To be on time is to be early 
 

by Ron "Iceface" Mendelow 
 

    
My articles typically consist of total fiction, imaginary nonsense, and creative thoughts.  This
month, however, I would like to share a truthful, and real anecdote.
 

April 15th marked my one year anniversary with Knighted
Ventures, and during the course of my employment I have
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Emergency room visits last on
average 4 hours. If you're in pain and
in need of care, your ER wait might
seem even longer. We're happy to
share the good news with you that
KV's benefits carrier, CIGNA, offers
Urgent Care Centers that provide a
solid alternative to going straight to
the ER for many types of care.
Hopefully, you stay healthy and well,

but if you do ever need care, you
could potentially be seen more
quickly and comfortably in an Urgent
Care Center. 
 
You will be seen by an experienced
doctor or nurse. From a cost
perspective as well, an Urgent Care
visit costs on average $127 whereas
an average ER visit costs $1,449!
 
If you find yourself in a medical
emergency, please call 911. CIGNA
recommends that you go to the ER for
life threatening emergencies like:

Disorientation or difficulty
speaking
Sudden dizziness or loss of
coordination
Seizure or loss of
consciousness
Shortness of breath or severe
asthma attack
Head injury/major trauma
Loss of consciousness
Heart attack, chest pain or
chest pressure
Severe allergic reactions



Ventures, and during the course of my employment I have
never arrived late.  I do not share this fact with a feeling of
arrogance, or superiority.  I state this fact to encourage
others to set a seemingly unattainable goal, and attempt to
reach such a goal.  I am no better or worse an employee
than anyone else in the company.  Through focus,
diligence, and a little luck I reached the intended goal.
 
In addition, I overcame some outrageous obstacles in
order to arrive on time every workday.  I encourage every
reader to never give up on any aspiration, regardless of
obstacles or difficulties.  We must remember the phrases
"persistence overcomes resistance," and "I will is greater

than IQ."
 
Obstacle number one:  my car suffered a cracked engine block days before I began working
for KV.  How on earth would I overcome such an inconvenience?  At that point I did not
possess the money to repair the car, or to provide a down payment for a new car.  My
beautiful '94 Lincoln, such a cream puff, with fuzzy dice, two dope air freshener crowns in the
rear window, and grey leather interior.  I mean, the car was tight, and I had feelings of
affection for the lovely white behemoth.  To commute from Long Beach to Gardena, I utilized
the L.A. Metro public transportation system for a few months.  Yes folks, I bussed it, and
made it to work on time every day.
 

Luck did play a role from time to time in allowing me to avoid
tardiness.  One particular incident comes to mind - as I sat on
Metro 125, and enjoyed the morning commute through the city of
Compton, I heard a strange noise coming from the bus's diesel
engine.  I did not realize that such a cacophonous noise could
exist on this planet.  Imagine the sound of a Corvette in first gear
at 8000 RPM, and then combine it with the screeching tires of
an 18 wheeler abruptly slamming on its brakes.  The Metro bus
transmission had exploded, and died.  The bus stood immobile. I
sat and awaited a rescue bus with eager anticipation.  Would I
reach the Normandie Casino before my shift began?  Would I
continue my streak?  A new Metro bus arrived with little delay,
and with transmission intact.  The new and improved Metro 125
continued its westbound journey, and glided smoothly through
scenic Compton, and sun-shiny Gardena.  Yes, I reached the Normandie Casino minutes
before the 8:40AM shift.
  
We must also remember to enjoy each day, and focus on the positive.  While utilizing the
services of LA Metro, I did not concentrate on the arduous or irritating aspects of public
transportation.  Instead I looked forward to reading the paper during the commute, or
purchasing delicious Mexican pastries at the Compton Blue Line Superior market.  I
recommend the conchas with white icing.
 
Einstein stated "genius is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration."  Never underestimate the
power of determination, and resolve.  I hope that I have provided some encouragement, and
humor.  Thank you everyone for a very positive first year with KV.   
 

CIGNA recommends that you go to
Urgent Care for non-life threatening
emergencies like:

Earaches and infections
Minor cuts, bumps, sprains
and burns
Fever and flu symptoms
Allergic reactions
Cough, cold and sore throat
Animal bites
Mild asthma
Headaches
Back and joint pain

If you want to locate your nearest
Urgent Care Center, call the number
on the back of your medical ID card
or you can refer to the CIGNA
directory at www.CIGNA.com.

As you know, if you have any type of
injury at work, tell your Supervisor
immediately, even if you initially think
you want to "shake it off". Keep
yourself and your coworkers safe! If
you see any hazard of any kind at
work, please tell your Supervisor
immediately.

Stay Safe & Well!

Fortune  &  theFortune  &  the
Cosmos:Cosmos:

Lunar  Ec l ip seLunar  Ec l ip se
  

 

 

April 15th this year wasn't just tax
day, when we pay our dues to Uncle
Sam. If you were holding down the
tables in the wee hours of the morning
on April 15th, you probably missed it.
But, we're happy to share with you
our glorious sighting of the rare, red
Lunar Eclipse that occurred on that
night.
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Knights for Neighbors
Making Waves in Santa Monica

 

   

Featured: Jieho, Manny, Ivette, Lupe, Isaac, Jason, Rudy and guest, and Susanna. Note
the impeccably clean sand! 

 
KV's SoCal Team pitched in for another successful volunteer event this past
weekend, this time located near the beautiful Santa Monica Pier! In conjunction
with local marine protection organization Heal the Bay, our Knighted team
members spent a windy day cleaning up the beach, learning about ocean
conservation, and interacting with sea creatures in honor of Earth Month!  

In an effort to keep the beach clean and safe for humans and wildlife alike, our
beach cleanup focused not only on clearing sand and surf of any debris, but
also on collecting data on categories of trash. Volunteers tracked their found
items with a "trash scorecard", marking the type of litter that was removed from
the beach. In total, volunteers at the event picked up a total of 648 pounds of
ocean-bound trash from the beaches! The data we gathered will help Heal the
Bay better understand trash disposal throughout Los Angeles in order to raise
awareness and create clean disposal solutions for items like plastic, food

This is a sign of luck and changing
fortunes for some people, for good or
bad. We bankers see so many
superstitions every day on the table
and probably have a multitude of
opinions on the subject. We often
want to believe that either there is no
such thing as luck or that at least we
make our own luck. When we're
continually pushing to achieve more
than we ever thought we could; we
flex in the face of challenges, we
overcome, and luck seems only
distantly relevant.

Perhaps this relatively rare event is a
sign of change tides, or perhaps, it
was simply a fantastically beautiful
site! We'll leave it to you to decide.

 

KV Cardroom Celebrity
Sightings! 

 

At each of our casino locations, famous
movie stars have been spotted playing on
your favorite tables. Luckily, the Knighted
Paparazzi have intervened and snapped
photos to share with our dear readers of
the Knighted Writer. Check out their game
faces!

Shannon Elizabeth playing Blackjack at
the Bicycle Casino in Bell Gardens. She
doesn't let anyone on the table split 10's.  



Josh, Zech, Amy, and Margaret learn about sea
turtles!

awareness and create clean disposal solutions for items like plastic, food
waste, and paper, and the number one beach cleanup culprit: cigarette butts!
Not only were volunteers working towards a goal that they could immediately
see, but they were also working towards a goal for the next generations of
environmentally-minded people!
 
Thank you to all our employees
who donated their time to the
cause of curbing coastal
pollution. If you would like to see
more events like this in the
future, please let us know! Visit
Heal the Bay's website for
more details on how you can
get involved. Any and every
idea is welcome for other
volunteer events. Please make
sure to contact your Human
Resources team to make
suggestions today!  

  

 

 

GAMERS IN GAMING
Gaming profiles among our ranks

featuring LARPing with Mike Geske
 
We find ourselves in a very interesting time in history when "gaming" has morphed into more
than just players around a card table. Knighted Ventures employs gamers of all types, from
role players, to board gamers, to sports lovers, to game developers.
 
When most people think about "games", it
usually involves a game controller and
some cords attached to the back of the
television. We're here to tell you that
gaming as a whole is much, much bigger
than that! In this month's Gamers for
Gaming, we're highlighting someone
whose gaming experience branches

Don Cheadle getting his "play" bet ready
for Three Card Poker at Casino 580.
 He's never seen action quite like this.  Not
even in the movies!
 

Matt Damon making a "push" gesture at
the 101 Casino.  He wants to make sure
the dealer gets it right. 
 

Sarah Silverman dropped by the Lodi
casino this month.  This photo shows her
deciding whether or not to bet banker.
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whose gaming experience branches
outside of the four walls of the living room
and away from technology: Mike Geske.
 
Mike's gaming background started very
early on, but he cites taking it seriously
around the seventh grade. His older
brother introduced him  to all of the gaming that he loves now, including video games,
tabletop and strategy games, and pen-and-paper roleplaying, but his greatest passions in
gaming are split into two groups: strategic card games and live-action roleplaying games.
 
Magic: The Gathering was first published in 1993 by Wizards of the Coast, and it is a trading
card game that has at least 12 million players worldwide. The game involves summoning
creatures and spells to take out your opponent's "life points"; through cunning plays and
combinations, the first person to drop their opponent's life points to zero wins. There are many
official and unofficial forms of play in Magic, but the one that Mike prefers most is

Commander-style play, where the formation of your 100-card deck cannot contain any repeat
cards, while having one card act as a Commander to benefit your deck. Mike and his friends
play almost on a daily basis, and loves the fact that there are always strategies to be
discovered in the game.
 

Live-action roleplaying, or LARPing for short, is a
type of roleplaying game where the players act out
their character's action physically. Think of it this
way: you're playing Dungeons and Dragons, but in
real life! The game involves a lot of physical activity
and skill, like having to fight others with crafted
weapons and wearing heavy armor and costumes,
but it also has social aspects as well, embodying
the actions and personality of your character
alongside others. Mike is involved with Amtgard, a
group focused in combat gaming with a backdrop of
medieval Europe and Asia. Playing as a
barbarian/fighter class, Mike usually attends
Amtgard combat sessions once a month; his group
also has weekly meet-ups and beginner meet-ups
for people who have never played!
 
Gaming comes in all shapes and sizes, and
whether you're waiting for the next Magic release or
a copy of Elder Scrolls: Online (Mike's waiting for
both!), the community always welcomes new and

experienced players alike. If you're interested in finding out more about these games, please
visit here and here for more details!
 
 
Click Here to Play on with KV! 
 
 

 

Tobey Maguire has been spotted chasing
dragons at the Lotus Casino. In this photo
you can see the floor asking Tobey if he
needs rest.

 

The Palace has two new big Pai Gow
Players. Ethan Hawke (Left) and Verne
Troyer (Right) bank every hand they can.  
 
Gotcha! One last April Fools gag!
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