
Look! Up in the sky! It's a bird...it's a plane...never mind, it's just this
months KNIGHTED WRITER! We've got a lot in store for this
newsletter - open enrollment, Slam Dunk wellness results, Knights for
Neighbors events, a fun poll and an artistic superhero banker
brilliance. We also take a moment to acknowledge some of our super-
bankers and their super-visors! Read on, true believers!

C O M P A N Y  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

OPEN ENROLLMENT

Open enrollment is almost over!
June 2 is the last day to call
and change your benefit elections
for the 2017-2018 plan year,
which begins on June 1, 2017.
This is the only opportunity to
change elections or add
dependents until the next plan
year, unless you have a
qualifying life event, so be sure

to call if changes are desired. Please reach out to your HR Team if you have any questions
related to your benefits or to the open enrollment process.

SLAM DUNK WELLNESS WINNERS

Knighted recently completed its newest employee
wellness competition, Slam Dunk Wellness, where
teams went head-to-head in a 6-week team-based



fitness and nutrition challenge. This program not
only captured the excitement of tournament
basketball, but made good health fun!  

Competition was fierce and the standings
incredibly close. And now, without further ado,
the winning team: THE BLUE-SKIES!! ! ! ! Each
member of this team will receive a year-long gym
membership and nifty KV SWAG. Great work to
all who participated!

MS Walk - Company Wide

Knights for Neighbors had its first company-
wide volunteer event, teaming up with Walk MS
to assist in the fight against multiple sclerosis!
Knights in Sacramento, Oakland, Santa Barbara,
and Long Beach took part in a 5K walk to raise
awareness of this debilitating disease, while
also raising funds for critical research. Over
40 Knights that attended received a special
orange “Knights for Neighbors” t-shirt to show
their pride in volunteering for this initiative!

Relay for Life - Bakersfield

Recently, Knights for Neighbors had the
opportunity to complete its first Relay for Life
event in Bakersfield, where the team participated
in a 24-hour walk to help the fight against
cancer! One in every three people will be

https://secure.nationalmssociety.org/site/SPageNavigator/WLK_HOM_splash.html


diagnosed with some kind of cancer in their
lifetime, making it a fight that is very personal
for many Knights. About fifteen Knights braved
cold and rainy weather all day and night to show
their support. Special thanks to Emma Selby and
the Golden West team for making this event a
blast! 

American Cancer Society's Relay for Life homepage

Vision Walk - Bay Area

Knights 4 Neighbors joined the fight
against blindness in the Bay Area on
Saturday, May 20th. There are 10
million Americans affected by blinding
retinal diseases, making this a cause
that is dear to some of our fellow
Knights. So we banded together and, in
conjunction with everyone else who
supported the event that day, we were
able to raise over 100k to aid in
funding critical research and services.
It was a cool 70 degrees and the walk
was a 5k loop through the lush Golden
Gate Park. 

 We got to enjoy the beautiful greenery and even
saw a waterfall! It felt great to be able to be a
part of the event and support the cause. Shout
out to those from Bay and SAC who were able to
come out and be a part of the cause that day!

What's your favorite comic book sound?
VOTE BELOW!

http://relay.acsevents.org/
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CREATE A KV
SUPERHERO

We are pleased, and excited to
announce the opportunity to show off
your creative side!

For this month's Banker Brilliance, we
would like to see the most iconic
representation of KV! All you have to
do is create a comic style story
including a storyline, images and
character(s), representing Knighted!

Here are some guidelines to get you started!
Any Knighted Ventures employee is invited to participate! 
2 - 5 strip story submission
Story should include at least one character representing Knighted Ventures
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Electronic or paper submissions accepted - see instructions below for submission
procedures.
Due By: Sunday, June 25pm, 11:59pm 

Important details:
Completed comics will be critiqued based on storyline and visuals. 
Electronic submissions can be sent to people@knighted.com.
Paper submissions should be sent to 1266 66th St, Suite #2, Emeryville, CA. We suggest
sending a copy of your original in a 9X12 flat envelope as we cannot be held responsible for
lost originals. 
If you have any questions please email us at people@knighted.com. We cannot wait to see
what hits our news tables, have fun!

The Knighted Writer team would also like to congratulate JESSICA H. and
ANTHONY B. from the Bike for winning last month's Banker Brilliance! Both
participants only missed 1 question each - way to go! Keep a look out for a
call from your HR team to receive your prizes! Thanks for participating!

ANSWERS:
1.) If you draw 3 cards from a standard 52-card deck, what is the probability that at least 2 are
spades?

Probability of 2 Spades = (13*12*39*3) / (52*51*50) = 0.1376471
Probability of 3 Spades = (13*12*11) / (52*51*50) = 0.01294118

So, Probability of 2 or 3 Spades = 0.1376471+0.01294118 = 0.1505883

2.) Which Baccarat Player has a better expected return?
Player A = Bets $100 on Banker
Player B = Bets $50 on Banker and $50 on Player on the same hand

Player A. The edge on Banker is lower than the edge on Player. Betting on the same hand has
no effect.

3.) A Basketball player shoots free-throws with 90% accuracy. Suppose she shoots free-throws
until she misses. Which of the following scenarios has the highest chance of occurring?

Scenario #1 = She misses the first free-throw
Scenario #2 = She makes the 1st free-throw, and then misses the 2nd.
Scenario #3 = She makes 4 free-throws, and then misses the 5th.
Scenario #4 = She makes 8 free-throws, and then misses the 9th.
Scenario #5 = She makes 9 free-throws, and then misses the 10th.

Scenario #1 - The chance of any specified miss is lower the longer you go on.

4.) You’re given two options:

Option 1) You roll 3 six-sided dice and add up all of the numbers.
Option 2) You roll a 20-sided die once (each side is labeled 1-20). 

Which of the following is true?
A.) Option 1 has a higher expected outcome than Option 2
B.) Option 2 has a higher expected outcome than Option 1
C.) Both options have the same expected outcome

C. Both have an expected outcome of 10.5



5.) What is the probability of being dealt an Ace-King suited on 8-Deck Blackjack?

(32*8*2)/(416*415) = 0.002965709

We saw more shakers than movers this month! Quite a few associates flashed their
way up to new positions! The Senior Associates who just joined the Lodi league
are Chris Jemison, Samantha Saeteurn, and Dan Christensen. And down south at
Players, we have Jasmine Rodriguez and Matthew Quintana! Matthew Garcia
battled his way into the Shift Lead position at Players, as did Selah Davis, Deep
Kotak, and Bunthy Phon at Bike! David Thao and Meng Her from Lodi decided to
switch teams and head over to Lotus. 

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Davis Nguyen, Deanna Meadows, Hector Garcia, Christine Wild,
David Chao, Jessica Skinner, Eric Ortiz, Karen Tan, Joanna
Fajardo, Edward Romero, Raisa Melendez Gomez, Georgina
Bravo, Socheata Sim, Colby Webb, Regine Bailey, Daniel Walsh,
Joshua Black, Kolone Smith, Peter Lao, David Zody, Jared
Green, Joseph Shumsky, Kyle Murphy, Nolan Dixon, Ahlem
Zobiri, David Smith, Evelyn Miller, Dalton Powell IV, Quintin

Perez-Adams, Nasrie Darwish, Anthony Borum, Christian Hill, Christopher Wilwand, Margaret
Butler, Steven Chambers, Brandon Mason, Felipe Jojola II, Jacob Elmore, Dakota Bailey, Ida
Lewis, Bryan Loberg, Benjamin Melgoza, Emma Seche, Harold Pham, Kalani Uini, Anthony Goodman,
Kelsey Lewis, Ladreon Rand, Paulina Nunez, Alexander Gutierrez, Ian Meadows, Alexander
Hubbard IV, David Chlebowski, Johannes Michailidis Westin, Everardo Cruz, Robyn Holland, Ryan
Henry, Arthur Robles, Danielle Grove, Megan Wass, Penn Her, Hebrew Marcelin

 5 Year Anniversary
Jasmin Dabu, Meer Ghaznavi, Davis Nguyen,

Cue Lo



4 Year Anniversary
Nexus Assoon, Carlos Villalobos, Christopher

Hoover, David Jen, Holly Mills

3 Year Anniversary
Richard Donahue-Duran, Nicole Sims, Shawn

Zion, Jonathan Ruffo, Karen Tan

2 Year Anniversary
Christopher Candelario, Darvin Miranda, William

Drennan, Jacarey Jackson, Michael Harris

1 Year Anniversary
Jasmine Johnson, Eugene Synn, James Smith,

Kelsey Shonkwiler, Chris Cho, Mahad Nuh, Juan
Shivers, Jamon Randolph, Eric Ortiz, Marion

Raithel, Matthew Becerra, Victor Mijares,
Jesus Fregoso Uribe, Danielle Grove, Mai Chang,

Rainy Knight, Grecia Rodriguez

Lotus - Mai Chang Napa - Anthony Valdez



Mai was selected because she is a rockstar!
Mai demonstrates a positive attitude, is always
friendly, and goes above and beyond by helping
her fellow associates. Her friendly nature
allows her to effectively communicate with her
fellow coworkers, as well as her supervisors and
shift leads. Mai has been with the company
just shy of a year and she is already pushing
Pai Gow Poker and is currently learning Tiles!
Her dedication to growth is giving hope to
others that they can also do the same. During
the transition to the new casino, Mai was always
there to help when needed. She does so with
ease and no complaints, and always with a huge
smile on her face!

Mai likes ponies and unicorns... and especially
Hello Kitty! She hopes to one day go to Hong
Kong to visit a special Hello Kitty restaurant. In
her spare time, she likes to go fishing with her
husband.

Mai's favorite superhero is One Punch Man
(anime character) because he is super
hilarious and she loves his facial expression,
which is basically a blank stare into space. But
he's also super duper strong!

Thanks again Mai for your hard work and
dedication!

Let us give a round of snaps for Napa
associate Anthony Valdez. He has been chosen
as the Bay Area’s shining light. 
Anthony has been with KV for merely 7 months
and is already pushing Pai Gow! From
onboarding to his time now on the floor,          

Anthony’s positive demeanor, respect, and
application emanate. His sharp attire - he
comes to work in a full suit every shift-  takes
a seat when he rolls up his sleeves to assist his
peers who are training to navigate their way up
in the games. 

He also journeys across state lines and has
traveled to Florida, Nevada, Colorado, and
Washington. In October he will be taking his
hugest leap yet, traveling across the Ocean to
Ireland where he will wed the love of his life! 
He is a true believer in Deadpool because of
his great sense of humor, remembering that
comic relief helps in facing many enemies, like
a $500 dragon bonus bet. 

More fun facts about our shining light? He is
also a rockstar listed at #1 on 8 songs for the
game Rockband 2! We want to say thank you to
Anthony, and request that you continue
rocking!

Players Casino - Michael Noetzel

Michael is a great example of LFWYA, exhibiting great



attendance, reliability & communication skills. He is liked
by everyone and works hard to push himself. Michael
comes in every day with a positive attitude, connects with
associates and management well, and communicates
incidents on his table. There was a time we suddenly
became short on PG bankers and Michael managed the
table very well with limited knowledge of the game! 

Michael plays the guitar and has been in the lighting crew
for a few movies. His favorite movie he has been part of
was a 2015 french movie that was filmed in the Death
Valley. There were many challenges in the principal
photography but most paramount was the unrelenting
heat. The film was shot in the Death Valley during a heat
wave. During one afternoon of shooting, temperatures
reached 130 degrees, just 4 degrees short of the hottest
temperature ever recorded. The film was nominated for
5 awards, including the Palme d'Or at Cannes, and won a
César Award for Best Cinematography.

Michael's favorite superhero is Wolverine because he is
tough, fights through adversity and has a high tolerance
for pain. Michael's iMDB page

 

Do you have any cool nicknames?
Mayra: Mai-Mai
Anthony: I don't have any nicknames but most people call me by my last name "Patino".
Daniel: Not necessarily a nickname, but a lot of people at work call me Manomai.

How long have you been in the industry and what casinos have you
worked at?

Mayra: 8 1/2 years and I have only worked at the Bike.
Anthony: Just under 4 years, since July of 2013. I was first hired at the 101 and then
transferred to Napa when we first began banking there, and then transferred to 580 in
April of last year.
Daniel: 4 years and about 10 months. I have worked at Lotus, Lodi, and Cordova Casinos.

What is your favorite game to bank and why? 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3278022/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1


Mayra: PaiGow and P9 because of the additional procedures they involve.
Anthony: It's a toss up between Baccarat and PaiGow poker; I really enjoy the simplicity
of Baccarat but PaiGow is much more fun due to the variables involved, such as house way.
Daniel: My favorite game to bank is Pai Gow Tiles, because of how fast-paced the game
can be, the many different things you have to pay attention to when banking, and seeing all
of crazy bets tat come up through the course of the game.

What are the top 3 values and traits you look for in your team
members?

Mayra: Integrity - I believe that one of the best ways to lead is to be a good
example. Honesty - It is better to admit to your mistakes thn to try to hide them,
because once you lose someone's trust, it is one of the hardest things to get
back. Adaptability - The casino changes almost on a daily basis and is full of different
personalities. To truly thrive in this industry, you must be able to quickly adapt and roll
with the punches.
Anthony: Reliability, Attitude and Effort. A banker must have all 3 to be truly
successfulI. It doesn't matter how much effort you put in or how great your attitude is
if your aren't dependable. If you are reliable with a good attitude but you don't put in any
effort then you will never grow. If you put in effort and are reliable but have a bad
attitude then you will be a negative influence on your team mates.
Daniel: Having a positive attitude, being able to see brighter side of things and always
seeing the cup as half full.  A smile can go a long way in brightening someone else's day too.

Someone who is always willing to lend a helping hand to others. Whether it's about helping
out the team, helping out a friend, or just someone in need, just a moment of your time
could make all the difference. 

Someone who is also motivated to better themselves somehow. We should always be
learning and constantly feeding our minds. Maybe it's mastering a new table game at work,
pushing ourselves to get through college, teaching ourselves how to cook, or even learning a
new language. Continue pushing yourself to be even better than you were yesterday.

Who has been your biggest inspiration and why?
Mayra: My dad, because he has always made sure that we all had what we needed, even if
that meant working two jobs. And for showing us that it is okay to be a big kid. (Seriously,
we can't take him anywhere.)
Anthony: My grandmother, who instilled in me a strong sense of integrity, work ethic and
dedication through leading by example.
Daniel: I've been fortunate enough to have a lot of people believe in me and want to see
me do better at work, Zech Gauna and Eric Lorono to name a few. But my biggest
inspiration would have to be Arnel Aurelio. Arnel has been someone who I could always
reach out to for help, allowed me to see things from a different perspective, and showed
me how much of an impact even the smallest things could have on others.

If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why?
Mayra: The ability to fly. In all of my dreams, I have always had the power of flight. 
Anthony: Definitely to be able to freeze time. Not only for the cool factor involved with
action-y things like dodging bullets and stuff, but also for all of the fun shenanigans you
could get into.
Daniel: The ability to time travel so that I could relive some of my favorite memories.

If you could pick any superhero or comic book character to bank a
high action Baccarat game, who would you choose and why? Who
would be a good second pair?

Mayra: Wonder Woman because no one messes with an Amazonian Princess. The second
pair would have to be Superman.
Anthony: Neo from The Matrix because he has the quiet, serious composure needed of a
banker on a high action game, and also so when a mistake happens he would be fast enough
to catch it. Then we could have Morpheus as the second pair asking the players if they
want to take the blue bet, or the red bet.
Daniel: Professor Xavier because he could hear what everyone is thinking on the table and
the Hulk to second pair him because why would you want to mess with the Hulk?

Anything you would like to share with you casino team?
Mayra: Although I have been in the industry for over 8 years, I still feel that there is so
much more to learn. I believe that is one of the fun parts of this industry, it is always
changing.



Anthony: I would like to thank everyone, associate to supervisor, for all of the hard work
everybody puts in every day. We have hectic jobs that can at times become frustrating or
stressful, but it is through each individuals positive attitudes, dedication and hard work
that we all grow and succeed together. 
Daniel:Thank all of you guys for being here and making work fun. 

Follow us on Facebook!

https://www.facebook.com/knighted.ventures

